lUe cmicall tititone of 
... kas my life, his reafon well 1 knows 
dsiiucrd from his forfeytures 
- many that haue attunes made moneto roe, 
therefore he hates me. 
t>al. Iam fore the Duke will neuer grant 
this forfaituie to hold. 

The Duke cannot cknie the courfc of law t 
for the coromoditie that Grangers baue 
vvith vs in Venice, it it be denyed, 
will much impeach the iuftice of the (fate, 

fincc that the trade and profit of the citty i 

coiififtfth of all Nations. Therefore goe, 
thefe griefesand lodes hauefo bated me 
that /.lhali hardly (pare a pound of Befit 
to morrow, to my bloody Creditor. 

Well /aylor on, pray God Bajfamo come 

to fee me pay his debt, and then l care not. £ sttuat. 

Enter Portia, Nerrijpt, Lrtetr<o, lejjtca, and a 
man of T'enw. 

. Lor. Maddam, although Ifpeake it in your prefence, 
you haue a noble and a true conceite 
of god-like aroitic, which appearcs moft ftro nglv 
in bearing thus the abfencc of your lord • 

But if you knew to whom you (how this honour, 
how true a gentleman you fend rclcefe, 
how deere aloucr of ray Lord your husband, 

I know you would be prouder of the works 
then cuftomaric bountie can enforce you. 

'Lor, I neuer did repent for dooing good, 
nor (hall not now ; for in companions 
that doc conuerfe and waft the time together, 

' vvhofefoulcs doe beare an egall yoke ofloye, 
there mull be ncedes a like proportion 
of lyniaments, of manners, and of fpirit $ 
which makes me thtnke that this bom 
bceing the bofomc louer of my Lord, 
ntuft needes be like my Lord. If it be (b, 

how 


r ' V - the Merchant of Venice, 

Hew little is the coft 1 haue beftowed 
in purehafing the femblance of my foule { 

Fndro out the ftate of hellifli cruelty, 

This comes too neere the praifing of my felfc, 

Therefore no more ofit : heerc other things 
Lorenfo I commit into your hands, 

The husbandry and mannaige of my houfc, 

Vntill my Lords rpturne : for mine owne part 
I haue toward heauen breath’d a fecret vowe, 

To hue in prayer and contemplation, 

Onely attended by 7{errif[a heerc, 

Vntill her husband and my Lords retufne, 

There is a Monaftry two miles ofly * 

And there wc will abide. I doe defire you 
not to denie thisimpofition, 
the which my louc and fomc neccflity 
, now layes vpon you. 

Lorettf. Madame, with all my hart, 

I fhall obey you in all fairc commaunds. 

Per. My people doe already know my mind, 1} 

And will acknowledge you and JejJica 
in place of Lord 'Bajfamo and my felfc. 

So far you well til! wc (hall meetc againe. 

Lor. Fairc thoughts and happy houres attend on you, 

Jeffi. / wi(h vour Ladilhip all harts content. 
e Por, I thank you for vour wifii, and am well pleafd 
to wifh it back on you : far you well jejpea, Sxtmh 

Now ! ’Baltbafer , as I haue cucr found thee honeft true, 

So fet me find thee (fill : take this fame letter, 
and vfe thou all th’indeuour of a man, 

In fpeede to Mantua . (cc thou render this 
into my cofin hands Doctor Belarto, 

And lookc what notes and garments he doth giue thee, 
bring them / pray thee with imagin’d fpeede 
vnto the Trane£V, to the common Ferric 
which trades to Venice*, waft no timein words 
but gef thee gone, I (hall be there before thee. 

G. ' Saitba, 
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